Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NAIROB 09299 22I606Z 
ACTION AE- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 ONY-00 SS-I5 /026W 

037939 22I6I2Z/4I 

R22I43IZ JUL 77 
EM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9938 
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CONEIDENTIAL NAIROBI 9299 

STADIS////////////////////////// 

EO 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP, KE 

SUBJECT: VISIT BY KENYAN FINANCE MINISTER TO WASHINGTON 

REF: STATE 158502 

1. DCM MENTIONED TO EINANCE MINISTER KIBAKI THAT KENYAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON HAD ASKED DEPARTMENT TO ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS EOR HIM WITH 
VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE, SECRETARY OE STATE VANCE, AND SECRETARY OE 
TREASURY BLUMENTHAL DURING HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON FOR IMF/IBRD 
MEETINGS SEPTEMBER 26-30 AND ASKED WHETHER HE HAD SPECIEIC BUSINESS 

TO TAKE UP DURING CALLS REQUESTED. HE REPLIED IN NEGATIVE, BUT 
EXPRESSED AWARENESS THAT CALLS HAD BEEN REQUESTED BY EMBASSY. WHILE 
ACKNOWLEDGING DIFEICULTY OE ARRANGING SUCH COURTESY CALLS DURING 
THE EXCEPTIONALLY BUSY PERIOD, HE NEVER TEHT , ESS SAID HE WOULD BE 
PARTICULARLY APPRECIATIVE IE CALL ON VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE COULD BE 
ARRANGED. IN ADDITION, HE SAID THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO CALL ON AID 
ADMINISTRATOR GILLIGAN TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC ASSISTANCE MATTERS. 

USAID/K WILL PURSUE LATTER REQUEST FURTHER AND ADVISE AIDAV 
SUBSTANCE WHICH KIBAKI WISHES TO DISCUSS. 

2. WHILE EMBASSY RECOGNIZED DIEEICULTIES INVOLVED IN SETTING UP 
APPOINTMENT WITH VICE PRESIDENT, WE WOULD POINT OUT THAT KIBAKI 
IS HIGHEST RANKING KENYAN, WITH EXCEPTION OP POREIGN MINISTER, 
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LIKELY TO VISIT U.S. IN NEAR PUTURE. MOREOVER, KIBAKI IS A LEADING 
CONTENDER EOR EVENTUAL SUCCESSION TO LEADERSHIP OP PRESIDENT 
KENYATTA. WE WOULD THEREPORE RECOMMEND THAT EPFORT BE MADE TO 
SECURE REQUEST APPOINTMENT IP AT ALL POSSIBLE. 
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